p.  7.  H.  A.  -  Progress 

By 

Floyd  J.  McDowell,  Principal 


At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year 
in  1962,  a  small  group  of  parents  and 
the  principal  of  the  school  met  to  dis- 
cuss the  idea  of  a  parent-teacher  type 
of  organization  for  this  school.  The 
idea  was  not  new  because  many  other 
schools  such  as  ours  have  had  such 
organizations  for  some  time;  and  sev- 
eral years  ago,  a  group  of  parents 
started  a  Parents  of  Blind  Children 
group  which  functioned  for  a  short 
time.  At  the  initial  meeting  it  was  deci- 
ded to  talk  with  other  parents,  with  the 
teachers,  and  other  interested  persons 
tc  determine  what  the  feelings  were  on 
the  subject.  The  enthusiasm  of  nearly 
everyone  resulted  in  the  expansion  of 
the  original  group  to  approximately 
fifteen  parents  who  worked  as  a  com- 
mittee for  the  establishment  of  a 
parent-teacher  type  organization. 

This  committee  held  regular  weekly 
meetings  for  nearly  two  months,  go- 
ing over  plans  and  discussing  also  the 
advantages  and  difficulties  inherent  in 
forming  such  an  organization.  At 
Thanksgiving  time,  a  general  meeting 
was  called  and  the  work  the  committee 
had  done  was  outlined  to  a  represent- 
ative group  of  parents,  teachers  and 
houseparents,  and  immediately  plans 
were  made  for  the  formal  establish- 
ment of  our  Parent-Teacher-House- 
parent  Assooiation.  On  the  last  day  of 
school  before  the  Christmas  vacation 
that  year,  we  had  our  first  meeting  as  a 
formally  established  group.  Approxi- 
mately fifty  people  attended  that  meet- 


ing in  which  members  elected  officers, 
adopted  a  constitution,  and  set  up  com- 
mittees to  begin  their  work. 

The  work  was  not  long  in  coming. 
The  Legislature  which  met  in  January 
of  1963  had  before  it  two  proposed 
laws  which  directly  affected  this  school 
and  the  parents  themselves.  The  P.T. 
H.A.  studied  these  laws  and  found 
them  to  be  of  a  detrimental  nature  to 
this  school  and  immediately  set  about 
to  have  this  school  deleted  from  these 
two  bills.  Because  we  had  such  an  or- 
ganization and  because  many  mothers 
and  fathers  actively  participated 
in  it,  these  two  proposed  laws  were 
revised  so  that  our  school  was  not  in- 
cluded. It  was  a  rewarding  and  satisfy- 
ing experience  for  all  of  us  and 
through  this  successful  endeavor,  the 
P.  T.  H.  A.  found  new  growth  and 
purpose. 

The  first  Parents'  Day  at  our  school 
was  the  next  project  of  the  fledgling 
organization.  Plans  were  made  and 
through  the  cooperation  of  all  the 
teachers  and  a  committee  of  parents, 
the  first  Parents'  Day  was  held  just 
before  the  Easter  vacation  last  year. 
This  affair  was  a  tremendous  success 
and  expressions  of  pleaure  with  it  are 
still  being  heard.  For  many  parents,  it 
was  the  first  time  they  had  seen  what 
their  children  were  doing  in  school  and 
what  classroom  procedure  was  in  the 
education  of  a  deaf  or  blind  child.  The 
rewards  were  equally  great  for  the 
teachers  because  it  afforded  them  an 
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opportunity  to  meet  many  parents  and 
discuss  with  them  their  program  and 
purposes.  Also,  teachers  take  pride  in 
their  work  and  enjoy  demonstrating 
their  accomplishments  to  interested 
persons,  and  especially  parents  of  the 
children  they  teach. 

Another  opportunity  to  further  the 
interests  of  the  school  and  the  program 
of  education  for  deaf  6C  blind  children 
came  to  the  P.T.H.A,  early  in  Feb- 
ruary of  this  year  when  they  were  asked 
to  meet  with  a  special  advisory  com- 
mittee, which  is  composed  of  five  pro- 
fessional people  selected  from  different 
areas  of  the  state,  that  has  been  asked 
to  study  the  school  and  make  recom- 
mendations to  the  board  on  future 
needs  and  plans  for  the  school.  Early 
in  February  they  met  at  the  school 
Vv'ith  different  individuals  and  groups 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  pre- 
sent status  of  the  school  and  formulat- 
ing recommendations  for  future  needs 
and  changes. 

The  role  that  parents  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  play  in  influencing  the  decisions 
of  this  committee  cannot  be  over- 
estimated. The  primary  purpose  of  this 
school  is  to  provide  an  educational 
program  for  your  children  which  is 
the  best  possible  one  available  and 
which  the  state  can  afford.  The  schools 
which  provide  the  best  services  and 
programs  are  the  ones  where  the 
parents  show  concern  and  actively 
participate  in  supporting  the  administ- 
ration of  the  school. 

The  representative  group  of  parents 
who  came  for  this  meeting  in  Feb- 
ruary and  offered  their  suggestions 
to  this  advisory  committee  would 
strongly  indicate  that  we  are  well 
started  on  the  road  to  a  new  and  re- 


vitalized era  of  progress  in  an  edu- 
cational program  for  deaf  and  blind 
children  of  Montana.  This  demonstra- 
tion of  interest  and  concern  is  very 
gratifying  to  us  here  at  school  and  is 
further  evidence  of  the  need  and  pur- 
pose of  a  P.T.H.A. 

This  brief  resume  of  the  history  and 
pose  of  a  P.T.H.A.,  we  hope,  will 
serve  to  give  many  of  you  pride  in 
your  accomplishments  and  at  the  same 
time  foster  continued  active  partici- 
pation by  you.  For  others  who  may 
read  this,  we  hope  that  it  will  give  you 
reason  to  become  active  in  this  organi- 
zation whose  purpose  is  to  help  your 
children  by  helping  the  school. 

A  Grant  Given 

For  Teachers  of  Mathematics 

The  First  Summer  Institute  for 
teachers  of  mathematics  in  the  schools 
for  the  deaf  will  be  held  by  Gallaudet 
College,  Washington,  D.C.,  this  sum- 
mer from  July  6  through  August  28, 
1964. 

The  8-week  Institute  is  being  made 
possible  by  a  grant  to  the  college  from 
the  National  Science  Foundation. 
Under  the  grant  stipends  and  allow- 
ances for  expenses  such  as  room  and 
board,  travel,  and  dependents  are 
available  to  about  40  qualified  appli- 
cants. The  National  Science  Found- 
ation will  pay  tuition  and  fees. 

Both  hearing  and  deaf  teachers  will 
be  accepted.  To  be  considered  for 
admission,  the  applicant  must  currently 
be  a  teacher  of  the  deaf  in  grades 
seven  through  twelve,  must  have  at 
least  three  years'  teaching  experience, 
must  have  taught  mathematics  for  at 
least  one  of  these  years,  and  must  be 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Business  Meeting 
Classroom  Tours 
Exhibits 

Parent-Teacher  Conferences 
Program  by  Pupils 
Refreshments 
Social  Hour 

Enjoy  them  all  at 

PARENTS'  DAY 

at  MSDB 

Wednesday,  March  25 
9:/5  to  /J./5  a.m. 


Sponsored  by  the  Parent-Teacher-Houseparent  Association 
as  a  prelude  to  the  Easter  Recess. 
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Dear  Parents: 

Easter  will  be  on  March  29  this  year. 
School  will  close  at  noon  on  Wednes- 
day, March  25.  Children  going  to  Kali- 
spell  will  leave  by  bus  at  8:00  a.m. 
Wednesday.  Children  going  to  Helena, 
Bozeman,  Livingston,  Butte,  Missoula 
and  Superior  leave  by  bus  at  2:50  p.m. 
Children  going  to  or  through  Billings 
by  bus  will  leave  at  5:00  p.m.  Wednes- 
day. The  east  bound  train  leaves  at 
5:10  p.m. 

On  Monday,  March  30,  we  shall 
meet  the  following  buses:  11:40  a.m.; 
2:10  p.m.;  2:15  p.m.;  3:40  p.m.;  4:20 
p.m.;  and  11:00  p.m.  Early  Tuesday 
morning,  we  shall  meet  the  1:15  a.m. 
bus  from  Billings  and  the  6:20  a.m. 
train  from  Culbertson. 

Some  of  the  children  live  too  far 
away  to  go  home  for  Easter.  We  shall 
have  observances  and  entertainment 
for  those  children  at  the  school. 

If  you  plan  to  drive  in  for  your  child 
or  for  him  to  come  by  bus  or  by  traih, 
please  let  us  know  at  least  ten  days 
ahead  of  time.  Also,  please  let  us  know 
if  a  ticket  will  be  sent  or  if  we  are  to 
buy  the  ticket. 

Sincerely, 
Glenn  1.  Harris 

NOTICE 

The  January  issue  of  The  American 
Annals  of  the  Deaf,  a  directory  issue, 
listing  speech  and  hearing  facilities,  and 
schools  and  classes  for  the  deaf  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  may  be 
purchased  for  ^3.  A  yearly  subscrip- 
tion, including  the  January  directory, 
may  be  obtained  for  ^5. 


All  orders  should  be  addressed  to 
The  Editor,  American  Annals  of  the 
Deaf,  Gallaudet  College,  Washington 
2,  D.  C. 

*  *  * 

News  From  Hadley 

The  Hadley  School  for  the  Blind 
takes  pleasure  in  announcing  that  the 
school  is  accepting  enrollments  for  a 
new  course,  "Introduction  to  Rehabili- 
tation." The  course  will  be  taught  by 
Robert  McQuie  who  holds  a  Master's 
degree  in  guidance.  The  text  is  Dr. 
Rusalem's  "Rehabilitation  of  the 
Blind." 

The  course  is  of  an  introductorv 
nature  and  will  be  followed  by  others 
more  specialized  in  their  subject  mat- 
ter. It  is  designed  to  acquaint  the  blind 
person  with  every  service  and  resource 
available  to  him  because  of  his  handi- 
cap, and  to  encourage  him  to  grasp 
every  opportunity  open  to  him  despite 
his  handicap  by  acquiring  new  skills, 
information  and  training. 

The  course  is  intended  primarily  for 
the  newly  blind  and  Hadley  also  hopes 
to  reach  many  of  those  blind  persons 
who  have  not  yet  evaluated  what  blind- 
ness means  to  them  and  who  have  not 
yet  started  on  their  own  personal,  social 
and  economic  rehabilitation.  Hadley's 
new  course  will  help  the  blind  person 
understand  the  value  of  braille  and 
other  special  aids  and  skills  which  he 
can  use  in  the  activities  of  daily  living. 
Braille,  the  guide  dog,  the  use  of  the 
cane,  and  other  topics  are  explored. 
The  student  will  be  informed  of  local, 
state  and  national  services  and  agencies 
ready  to  help  him,  and  the  specially- 
trained  teachers  and  counselors  who 
can  assist  him  in  using  his  individual 
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talents  to  best  advantage.  Home  teach- 
ers and  rehabilitation  counselors  are 
recommeding  that  their  clients  enroll 
for  either  the  braille,  taped  or  printed 
version  of  this  cout„^  as  the  first  step  in 
their  personal  and  social  adjustment. 
— The  Hadley  School  for  the  Blind 
700  Elm  Street,  Winnetka,  111. 

Grant  .  .  . 

(Continued  from  Page  2)  . 

recommended  by  his  immediate  superi- 
or. 

Participants  in  the  Institute  will  re- 
ceive instruction  in  the  basic  skills  and 
concepts  of  modern  mathematics;  they 
will  become  familiar  with  the  techni- 
ques that  are  effective  in  teaching 
mathematics  to  the  deaf  child  on  the 
junior  high  school  level;  and  through 
lectures  and  informal  conferences  they 
will  learn  something  of  the  insights  and 
experiences  possessed  by  gifted  mathe- 
matics teachers. 

Mr.  Leon  Auerbach,  associate  pro- 
fessor of  mathematics  at  Gallaudet, 
will  serve  as  director  of  the  Institute; 
Dr.  Lauren  Woodby,  mathematics 
specialist  in  the  U.  S.  Office  of  Edu- 
cation, as  associate  director. 

Complete  information  and  appli- 
cation form.s  can  be  obtained  by  writ- 
ing to  Mr.  Auerbach,  Gallaudet 
College,  Washington,  D.C.,  20002. 

Visiting  lecturers  to  the  First  Sum- 
mer Institute  at  Gallaudet  will  be  the 
Rev.  Stanley  Bezuska  of  Boston  Col- 
lege; Dr.  Emil  Burger  of  St.  Paul 
(Minnesota)  Public  Schools;  Dr. 
Robert  Davis  of  Syracuse  University; 
Dr.  Philip  Jones  of  the  University  of 
Michigan;  Dr.  Bruce  Meserve  of 
Montclair  (N.  J.)  State  College;  Dr. 


Malcolm  Oliphant  of  Georgetown 
University;  Dr.  Robert  Wirtz  of  the 
University  of  Illinois;  and  Dr.  James 
Zant  of  Oklahoma  State  Uni- 
versity. 

Dr.  Harry  Bornstein,  Mervin  D. 
Garretson,  Rudolph  Hines,  and  John 
Kubis  of  Gallaudet  College  will  serve 
on  the  Summer  Institute  faculty.  All, 
except  Dr.  Bornstein,  are  deaf  grad- 
uates of  Gallaudet. 

Institute  Director  Auerbach  is  also 

a  deaf  graduate  of  Gallaudet. 

*  *  * 

Silents  Close  Hoop  Season 

In  terms  of  records,  Coach  Mow  ran 
into  the  "sophomore  jinx"  as  his  tiny 
band  of  roques  came  out  in  the  short 
end  of  the  current  basketball  wars. 
They  won  4  encounters  against  8  set- 
backs, a  mark  nowhere  within  the  vici- 
nity of  the  11  of  17  conquests  of  the 
year  before. 

While  a  tougher  bill  of  fare  was 
sought,  the  shortage  of  manpower  did 
not  help.  Injuries  kept  the  reserves' 
bench  cold,  oft  leaving  a  loner  there. 
Likewise  frigid  was  the  Silents'  play  in 
many  a  game  when  depth  was  a  fate- 
ful factor.  They  held  on  their  own 
v/ell,  only  to  see  the  roof  fall  in  at  the 
closing  moments  when  the  regulars 
fouled  out  or  ran  out  of  gas. 

The  locals,  however,  had  their 
bright  moments.  They  split  the  tradi- 
tional rivalry  with  the  Alumni,  coming 
back  to  take  the  second  appointment 
after  dropping  the  first.  Simms  was 
wrapped  up  for  the  first  time  in  me- 
mory. Respect  returned  in  the  season's 
finale  when  the  Silents  gave  Great  Falls 
High   Cougars   a   scare   before  sur- 
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tendering,  60  to  71,  in  protest  to  an 
earlier  29  to  61  shellacking. 

Guard  Robert  Flink  carried  the  ma- 
jority of  the  burden  through  the  sea- 
son. Support  was  provided  by  Center 
Vic  Adams  who  helped  set  up  the 
plays  while  Forward  Alvin  Birdhat 
kept  the  enemy  defenses  honest  with 
his  sneaky  marksmanship. 

Games  in  a  nutshell: 

Alumni  8      8     12     14    -  42 

Silents  7      2    15     13    -  37 

Silents  Points:  FUnk  (13),  Birdhat  (12), 
Sherrard  (5),  Adams  (5),  Barker  (2). 

Centerville  Frosh  7     12  15     11     -  45 

Silents  11  7  7  11  -  36 
Flink  (18),  Birdhat  (9),  Adams  (5), 
Sherrard  (4). 

Simms                  14    17  8      6    -  45 

Silents                    8     15  14     14    -  51 

Flink  (20),  Adams  (15),  Birdhat  (10), 
Sherrard  (4),  Friez  (2). 

Alumni  9    10      5      9    -  33 

Silents  11      7      5     16    -  39 

Flink  (17),  Birdhat  (16),  Sherrard  (2), 
Adams  (2),  Friez  (2). 

Silents                   2  3     16      8    -  29 

GFHS  Cougars    18  14    16    15    -  63 

Flink  (12),  Adams  (12),  Birdhat  (4), 
Gililland  (1). 

Silents                 16  15     18    22    -  71 

Centerville  Fr.      11  4     18     16    -  49 

Adams  (26),  Flink  (19),  Birdhat  (16), 
Sherrard  (10). 

Silents                   8  22      8      9    -  47 

Fort  Benton  C  13  9  8  16  -  46 
Flink  (20),  Adams  (18),  Birdhat  (9). 

Methodists             6    16  11    21    -  54 

Silents                   8    16  13  7-44 

Flink  (23),  Birdhat  (8),  Friez  (8),  Ad- 
ams (5). 

Silents                 11    22  14      6    -  53 

Fort  Benton  C  27  12  15  14  -  68 
Birdhat  (24),  Barker  (9),  Adams  (8), 
Flink  (8),  Friez  (4). 


Silents 

7 

16    10  8 

-  41 

Simms 

14 

9      8  22 

-  53 

Flink  (15),  Birdhat  (12),  Adams  (8),  Bar- 

ker (2),  Sherrard  (2),  Friez  (2). 

Central  Mikes 

10 

19    19  17 

-  65 

Silents 

6 

8      8  14 

-  36 

Flink  (17),  Ad 

ams  (8),  Birdhat  (6),  Fri- 

ez  (4) ,  Barker 

(1). 

GFHS  Cougars  13 

20    19  19 

-  71 

Silents 

15 

10    17  18 

-  60 

Adams   (29),  Flink 

(17).  Birdhat 

(12), 

Friez  (2). 

Individual  Statistics: 

F.G. 

F.T.  P.F. 

T.P. 

Flink 

88 

23  22 

199 

Adams 

60 

21  45 

141 

Birdhat 

65 

8  19 

138 

Sherrard 

12 

3  20 

27 

Friez 

10 

4  27 

24 

Barker 

4 

6  4 

14 

Gililland 

0 

1  23 

1 

Mullins 

0 

0  3 

0 

Hance 

0 

0  0 

0 

Department  for  the  Blind 

Last  Friday  we  had  a  Valentine  party 
with  cup  cakes,  ice  cream  and  a  cool  fruit 
drink.  In  spite  of  absences  we  had  Valen- 
tines and  several  games  the  last  part  of  the 
day. 

On  Monday  of  this  week,  we  welcomed 
Michael  and  Susie  back  to  school.  Mich- 
ael was  out  for  several  weeks  with  mumps 
and  Susie  with  chicken  pox.  Mrs.  Sugrue 
brought  us  a  most  beautifui  Valentine 
cake  which  mai^ked  Monday  as  a  special 
day. 

Cheryl  and  Richard  are  working  on 
large  number-learning  to  read  and  write 
them. 

Michael  and  Donald  enjoy  writing 
words  in  braille  and  doing  puzzles. 

Three  of  the  children  feel  proud  of  the 
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fact  they  have  February  birthday  since 
great  Presidents  and  other  great  men 
have  a  birthday  this  month.  Cheryl, 
Donald  and  Michael  are  February  chil- 
dren. 

We  are  learning  "The  Swing"  by  Robert 
L.ouis  Stevenson  this  week  for  Language. 

— Mrs.  Richter's  Room 

Our  Thanks  To  Mrs.  Clawson 

The  older  boys  and  girls  of  the  Mon- 
tana State  School  for  the  Blind  have 
found  a  new  and  valuable  friend.  She  is 
Mrs.  Joseph  Clawson,  2166  Dallas  Drive, 
Billings,  Montana. 

Five  years  ago  this  busy  mother  of  four 
children  took  a  correspondence  course 
and  is  now  a  member  of  The  National 
Club.  She  is  very  proud  of  her  certificate 
as  a  Braille  transcriber,  which  is  presented 
by  the  Library  of  Congress. 

While  talking  with  Mrs.  Dick  Broderick 
of  Billings,  who  has  a  son  in  the  Montana 
State  School  for  the  Blind,  Mrs.  Clawson 
suggested  transcribing  into  Braille  the 
school  paper,  The  Leader  so  that  the 
blind  students  would  be  able  to  read  the 
contents  when  put  into  braille. 

We  have  received  two  copies  and  have 
certainly  enjoyed  the  contents.  Some 
students  have  read  the  copies  from  begin- 
ning to  end. 

The  volumes  will  be  filed  in  our  library 
for  future  reference. 

We  have  heard  that  Mrs.  Clawson  will 
be  coming  to  visit  us  and  I  am  sure  she 
will  be  a  very  welcome  guest.  We  all  want 
to  thank  her  for  the  nice  favor  she  is 
doing  for  us. 

— Ellen  Polley 

Fun  At  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

On  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  in  the 
afternoon  of  each  week  the  older  boys  go 
to  classes  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Each  Friday 
we  have  swimming.  On  Wednesdays  wc 
play  in  the  gym.  Sometimes  we  play 
basketball  or  do  tumbling  or  other  ex- 
ercises and  other  times  we  play  pool.  We 
enjoy  these  activities  very  much.  We  are 
very  thankful  to  Ann  Hauser,  our  friend, 


for  taking  us  in  her  car  to  have  so  much 
fun.  Also  for  giving  so  much  of  her  time 
to  see  that  we  boys  in  the  blind  depart- 
ment get  to  take  part  in  these  activities. 
She  is  truly  our  benefactoress.  Thanks 
from  all  of  us. 

— Gunnar  Hain 

My  Hobby 

My  hobby  is  writing  stories  and  poetry. 
In  a  notebook,  I  have  all  the  poetry  I  have 
written  since  I  was  in  the  second  and  third 
grades.  I  like  to  write  poetry  but  it  is  hard 
to  do  when  you  cannot  find  a  thought  to 
start  with.  I  must  have  an  inspiration  when 
I  write  and  be  in  the  right  mood  to  carry 
m.y  thoughts  along.  A  friend  asked  me  to 
w:ite  a  poem  for  her  but  I  could  not  be- 
cause there  was  nothing  to  inspire  me. 

As  for  stories,  I  write  them  whenever  I 
am  in  the  mood,  and  have  time.  I  have  fun 
writing  stories.  I  write  about  mysterious 
castles  where  pretty  girls  get  lost  and  mys- 
terious things  save  them.  I  write  about 
cookies,  cake,  candy  and  luscious  desserts 
growing  on  trees,  candy  for  snow  and 
grape  juice  for  rain,  chocolate  houses, 
and-stars. 

My  school  published  one  of  my  poems 
in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Leader.  My 
mother  is  so  proud  and  shows  it  to  all  of 
my  friends,  and  they  tell  me  to  keep  on 
writing. 

Writing  is  a  pleasure  to  me  and  I  can 
learn  more  about  writing  and  maybe  some 
day  I  may  be  a  writer. 

— Joy  Ann  Goodover 

Cat  Problems 

Cats  are  man's  worst  friends  and  I  give 
'Special  accent  on  the  following  article. 

One  afternoon  I  dropped  in  unexpecte- 
dly on  a  friend  and  found  him  engaged  in 
dangerous  combat  with  the  fiercest  of  all 
animals,  the  house  cat. 

The  cat  was  hanging  from  some  drapes 
by  his  kind  claws  and  trying  his  best  to 
knock  my  friend  from  a  stepladder.  He,  in 
turn,  with  a  long  stick  was  trying  to  force 
the  cat  to  leave  the  drapes. 

I  inquired  as  to  what  he  was  doing.  He 
said,  "  Any  idiot  could  see  I  am  trying  to 
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dislodge  this  monster  from  my  ma's  fav- 
orite drapes."  His  last  words  were  smoth- 
ered in  the  drapes  and  when  he  managed 
to  extract  his  head  from  the  folds,  he  yell- 
ed for  my  assistance.  Between  the  two  of 
us  we  managed  to  get  the  outraged  feline 
down. 

"What  started  this  extravaganza?"  I 
asked.  After  getting  his  breathing  ability 
back  to  normal  he  explained  what  had 
happened. 

He  had  decided  to  make  some  tuna  fish 
sandwiches  and  was  about  the  task  when 
that  nov/  quiescent  cat  jumped  from  the 
floor  to  the  counter  and  it  had  just 
reached  the  can  of  fish  when  he  spied  it  at 
work.  He  gave  it  a  scolding  that  would 
have  scared  the  devil  but  it  had  no  effect 
on  this  jungle  animal.  It  made  a  grab 
for  the  fish  but  missed  its  objective  then 
jumped  over  his  head,  on  to  the  floor, 
climbed  up  the  handles  of  the  cupboard 
drawers  and  to  the  top  of  the  drapes.  You 
then  walked  in  on  the  riot. 

So  now  come  and  sit  down  and  we  will 
have  some  tuna  fish  sandwiches.  "No. 
thanks"  I  said,  "I  have  some  other  errands 
to  do.  I'll  call  tonight  about  that  busi- 
ness I  wanted  to  talk  over."  I  bid  him 
good-bye  and  left  in  a  hurry,  for  who 
v/ants  tuna  fish  hair  sandwiches? 

— Harold  Leigland 

Department  for  the  Deaf 

Beginning  Class  News 

A  new  boy  came  to  our  class.  His  name 
is  Teddy  Kirchner.  He  is  six.  He  wears  a 
hearing-aid.  He  is  learning  to  write. 

Laurie  MuUins  went  to  town  one  after- 
noon. She  bought  some  new  shoes.  They 
are  black  and  white.  They  are  pretty.  Lau- 
rie likes  them. 

Donald  Fink's  mother  and  daddy  cut 
his  hair.  It  is  short. 

Joe  Manzer  has  some  new  pants  and 
shirts.  He  is  proud  of  them. 


James  Burke  was  glad  to  get  cards  from 
his  mother,  father,  sister,  and  brother. 
They  had  pretty  pictures  of  them.  One 
card  had  a  picture  of  a  cat  and  a  bowl  of 
gold  fish  on  it.  He  likes  it. 

Brenda  LeMieux  has  some  pretty  new 
shoes.  They  are  black.  She  likes  them. 

We  made  many  pretty  valentines.  We 
gave  them  to  our  friends.  We  had  a  valen- 
tine box.  We  got  many  valentines.  We 
were  happy. 

Donald  Fink's  mother  made  some  val- 
entine cupcakes  for  us.  They  were  pretty. 
We  had  a  party.  We  had  cupcakes,  ice- 
cream and  punch  for  refreshments.  Don- 
ald's mother  came  to  our  party.  We  had 
fun. 

One  day  we  saw  many  birds  under  the 
trees.  They  were  eating  little  apples. 
They  were  cedar  wax-wings.  They  flew 
away. 

Joe  Manzer's  mother  made  some  choc- 
olate fudge.  Joe  brought  some  of  it  to 
school.  He  treated  his  class  mates.  They 
enjoyed  it. 

One  morning  a  man  came  to  our  school 
room.  He  brought  his  big  dog.  We  patted 
its  head.  It  wagged  its  tail.  It  was  brown, 
black  and  white. 

Donald  Fink  has  a  pretty  new  shirt.  It 
is  yellow  and  white.  His  mother  made  it. 

Teddy  Kirchner's  family  went  on  a  trip. 
Teddy  is  staying  at  school  while  they  are 
away.  He  has  fun  playing  with  the  boys. 

— Miss  Rankin's  Room 
Baseball 

The  weather  has  been  warm.  We  boys 
went  out  to  play  baseball.  We  learned  to 
run,  to  catch  the  ball  and  to  hit.  We  play 
out  almost  every  Saturday  and  Sunday 
when  the  weather  is  nice. 

— Billy  Three  Irons 

Our  Plants 

On  January  30,  we  planted  some  flower 
seeds.  They  were  White  Alysums,  Purple 
Alysums  and  Phlox.  Pamela's  and  my  flo 
wer  seeds  came  up.  The  others  did  not 
came  up.  They  must  plant  more  seeds.  W.i 
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must  keep  our  soil  watered.  Mrs.  Meier 
has  some  tomato  plants  in  our  room. 

— Charlotte  Hansen 

Our  Weekly  Reader,  February  10-14 
This  Weekly  Reader  was  about  famous 
Americans.  There  was  a  short  story  about 
George  Washington,  our  first  president. 
Abe  Lincoln  was  a  man  who  helped  our 
country  in  a  time  of  trouble.  Benjamin 
Franklin  was  a  writer  and  liked  science. 
He  found  out  that  lighting  is  electricity. 
Thomas  Jefferson  wanted  all  Americans 
to  go  to  school.  Robert  E.  Lee  was  a  great 
soldier.  John  F.  Kennedy's  picture  will  be 
on  the  new  half-dollars.  There  was  a  short 
story  about  our  flag. 

This  is  a  Weeky  Reader  that  we  want  to 
keep. 

— Linda  Martin 

Antarctica 

The  coldest  part  of  the  wo: Id  is  Antarc- 
tica. It  is  a  place  of  deep  snow  and  ice. 
There  are  no  cities,  no  farms,  no  birds,  no 
trees  and  no  flowers  there. 

Men  from  other  places  go  there  for  sci- 
ence. Planes  and  ships  take  things  to  the 
men.  They. want  food  and  mail  brought  to 
them.  The  men  live  in  camps.  Some  camps 
are  on  top  of  the  snow  and  some  are  under 
the  snow. 

I  would  not  like  to  live  there. 

— Susan  Stahl 

Film  Strips 
Mrs.    Somppi   brought   some   film  to 
school.  We  watched  the  film  in  the  study 
hall.  The  primary  classes  liked  the  film. 

We  saw  fairy  stories,  the  seasons,  some 
animals  of  Africa  and  a  film  about  cold 
germs. 

The  films  were  good. 

— Nadie  Has  Eagle 

Community  Helpers 

We  are  learning  about  people  who  help 
us.  We  are  reading  about  doctors,  dentists, 
and  nurses.  We  are  finding  pictures  ot 


these  and  also  teachers,  policemen,  bus 
drivers,  the  mailman,  and  trainmen.  We 
also  know  something  about  firemen,  store- 
keepers, truckers  and  farmers.  We  know 
all  these  people  and  many  others  help  us. 
We  are  putting  the  pictures  on  our  bul- 
letin board. 

— Peggy  Jo  Sharon 

Valentine's  Time 

Mother  and  Daddy  sent  me  some  valen- 
tines. I  waited  until  all  my  class  had 
valentines.  Mrs.  Meier  put  our  lists  on  the 
board.  I  addressed  my  own  valentines. 

February  14,  we  had  a  party  with  ice 
cream,  cup  cakes  and  punch.  Then,  we 
opened  our  big  Valentine  box.  I  was  ex- 
cited and  happy.  I  got  many  pretty  Valen- 
tines. Some  had  candy  in  them.  Susan 
gave  us  some  candy  from  her  Valentine 
Candy  Box. 

— Douglas  Catron 

Our  Math  Books 

February  12,  we  began  "Seeing 
Through  Arithmetic"  Book  3. 

We  have  begun  to  divide  and  multiply 
in  our  books. 

We  are  learning  about  money. 

We  work  from  our  books  and  on  the 
blackboard  everyday. 

We  like  our  new  books. 

I  like  math  best  of  all  in  school. 

— Pamela  Kovash 

George  Washington 

George  Washington  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia on  February  22,  1732.  When  he  was 
a  little  boy,  he  learned  to  ride  and  to  hunt. 

When  he  grew  up  he  became  a  soldier. 
When  the  Revolutionary  War  came,  the 
people  chose  him  as  their  commander-in- 
chief.  He  fought  very  hard  and  many 
times  the  soldiers  were  tired,  sick,  and 
hungry.  He  led  the  country  to  victory. 

After  the  war  he  went  to  Mount  Vernon 
which  was  his  home  he  loved.  A  few  years 
later  he  became  president  of  the  Constit- 
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utional  Convention.  The  people  chose  him 
to  be  the  first  U.S.  president.  He  was  a 
very  good  president. 

He  is  called  the  "Father  of  Our  Coun- 
try." 

— Floyd  Friez 

The  Harlem  Globetrotters 

The  Harlem  Globetrotters  are  Negro 
basketball  players.  They  play  basket- 
ball games  all  around  the  world.  Many 
people  like  to  watch  them  play.  The 
players  are  very  good  and  they  like  to 
make  the  referees  mad.  They  like  to  make 
the  people  laugh.  They  can  do  many 
tricks.  We  can  not  play  as  well  as  the 
Harlem  Globetrotters. 

— David  Watson 

Abraham  Lincoln 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  on  Sunday 
February  12,  1809,  in  Kentucky. 

When  he  was  little,  he  helped  his  father 
on  the  farm.  Abe's  mother  taught  him  how 
to  read.  He  read  many  books.  He  loved 
the  forest  and  the  animals.  Abe  was  seven 
when  he  went  to  school.  He  liked  to  read 
the  Bible  and  said  his  prayers  every  night. 
Abe's  mother  died  when  he  was  eleven. 
He  was  very  sad. 

He  was  very  strong  and  honest.  People 
called  him  Honest  Abe. 

He  became  President  in  1860.  He 
helped  free  the  Negroes. 

One  night  Lincoln  went  to  a  play.  The 
man  named  John  Booth  shot  President 
Lincoln  in  the  head.  A  few  hours  later  he 
died.  All  the  people  were  sad.  He  was  a 
great  man.  Every  one  loved  him.  I  think 
he  was  one  of  our  best  presidents. 

— Stephen  Schrupp 

John  F.  Kennedy  (1917-1963) 

John  Kennedy  became  our  35th  presi- 
dent on  January  20,  1961.  Before  he  be- 
came president  he  was  a  senator.  The 
President  and  his  wife  and  two  children 
lived  in  the  White  House. 

Last  September  President  Kennedy 
toured  the  West.  He  stopped  at  Billings 


and  Great  Falls  to  give  talks.  Many  people 
went  to  see  Kennedy.  We  were  happy  to 
see  him  in  person. 

Last  November  22,  Mr.  Kennedy  and 
his  wife  flew  to  Texas.  In  Dallas  they  rode 
in  a  car.  Lee  Oswald  was  waiting  for  him 
to  come.  He  fired  three  shots.  The  first 
and  third  shots  went  to  Mr.  Kennedy  and 
the  second  went  to  the  governor  of  Texas. 
Mr.  Kennedy  was  dead.  Many  people  were 
sad.  Lee  Oswald  was  killed  two  days  later 
by  Jack  Ruby. 

Mr.  Kennedy  was  buried  on  Monday, 
November  25,  in  Arlington  Cemetery.  Mrs 
Kennedy  was  sad.  She  left  the  White 
House  and  bought  a  house. 

I  bought  a  picture  of  Kennedy.  I  will 
remember  Kennedy  for  a  long  time. 

Our  new  President  is  Lyndon  Johnson. 
He  is  now  in  the  White  House. 

— Douglas  Pederson 

Stamp  Collecting 

Many  people  are  interested  in  stamps 
for  they  can  have  fun  and  profit. 

The  reason  I  started  collecting  is 
I  don't  like  to  be  alone  and  wonder  about 
what  to  do.  I  started  when  I  was  about 
13  years  old  in  Riverside,  California. 

I  had  put  stamps  in  an  album.  Then  my 
father  retired  from  the  Air  Force.  I  got 
a  plastic  book  that  he  used  to  work  on.  I 
put  all  the  stamps  in  it  and  it  looks  better 
and  more  compact. 

My  collection  is  still  growing.  I  would 
like  to  have  more  stamps  if  you  don't 
want  them. 

— Ronald  Brown 

My  Whistling  Wish 

A  few  years  ago  I  noticed  that  some 
members  of  my  family  enjoyed  whistling. 
I  acquired  a  desire  to  learn  how  to  whistle 
so  I  asked  them  how  it  worked.  They  just 
gave  me  their  examples  of  moving  ton- 
gues to  let  air  go  out.  I  tried  it  myself, 
blowing  too  much  air  out  of  my  mouth 
without  any  sounds  and  it  made  me  a 
little  dizzy.  I  could  not  hear  if  I  whistled 
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but  I  did  not  think  so. 

I  sometimes  envy  myself  as  the  girl  in 
my  dreams,  who  always  could  do  that  and 
I  wished  I  were  in  the  dream  instead.  One 
birthday  my  wish  was  to  be  able  to 
whistle. 

Last  Christmas  I  finally  got  a  new  hear- 
ing-aid and  I  was  happy  to  learn  how 
different  sounds  were  like  to  my  ears. 
Suddenly  I  was  thinking  about  whistling. 
Wanting  to  know  what  kind  of  sound,  I 
made  while  I  blew,  I  found  I  was  ridi- 
culous. So  I  tried  another  way  to  whistle. 
I  caught  quite  a  sound;  I  tried  again  and 
again.  Then  I  caught  the  sound  with  no 
trouble. 

I  appreciate  my  hearing-aid  that  helps 
give  me  the  ideas  of  sounds.  I  try  to  re- 
member which  way  I  can  whistle  for  a 
long  time.  I  must  admit  my  whistling  does 
not  come  out  loudly  enough  so  I  think 
I  need  more  practicing.  I  like  to  whistle 
most  of  the  time  in  a  day  as  I  am  glad.  It 
is  surely  fun  to  learn  by  myself. 

— Elizabeth  Kanning 

Why  I  Prefer  Chrysler 

When  I  looked  at  many  cars,  I  wanted 
the  best  kind.  After  several  days  I  found 
a  good  Chrysler.  The  Chrysler  was  in 
good  shape.  I  drove  it  for  a  road  test  to 
see  if  it  were  good.  I  bought  it. 

I  am  thrilled  to  drive  my  car  around  the 
town.  The  Chrysler  has  a  smooth  motor, 
power  steering,  power  brakes  and  other 
accessories.  I  like  its  white  and  tan-pink 
colors.  The  Chrysler's  engine  has  250 
horsepower  and  is  heavy,  4,255  lbs.  in  a 
strong  body  and  chassis.  The  model  is 
New  York  Deluxe. 

I  think  Chrysler  is  the  best  car  because 
Chrysler  remains  in  good  shape  and  does 
not  wear  out  fast.  That  is  why  I  prefer 
Chrysler. 

— Victor  Adams 

Montana  Centennial  Celebration 

In  1964  people  are  happy  because 
Montana  is  100  years  old. 

The  people  celebrate  both  the  territory 
centennial  and  statehood. 


The  men  grow  beards  for  the  celebr- 
ation. I  can  see  that  the  men  have  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  beards. 

The  women  like  old  dresses.  They  are 
different,  too. 

The  people  want  a  Montana  Centennial 
coin  to  remind  them  of  their  beautiful 
country,  wild  animals  and  rivers. 

The  people  tell  true  stories  about  the 
cowboys  in  Montana.  There  will  be  dis- 
plays of  the  past. 

Montana  will  be  seen  by  tourists  from 
other  states. 

We  all  will  have  a  good  time. 

— Bob  Gililland 

Our  New  Honda  55 

Last  Christmas  I  went  home.  I  was  sur- 
prised that  Dad  bought  a  Honda  for  my 
two  brothers  and  myself. 

I  was  really  crazy  during  my  Christmas 
vacation  because  most  of  the  time  I  went 
out  on  the  Honda  all  over  the  town. 

The  Honda  is  yellow  and  it  goes  up  to 
60  miles  per  hour,  but  in  the  winter  time 
we  have  it  down  to  30  miles  per  hour. 
Maybe  this  summer  my  dad  will  fix  it  up 
to  45  or  50  miles  per  hour. 

It  is  fun  to  drive  and  ride  on  the  Honda 
but  you  must  be  careful  about  where  you 
are  going  and  watch  out  for  cars.  It  is  not 
good  to  monkey  around  with  it  when  you 
are  driving  because  you  might  tip  over 
and  get  injured. 

We  have  a  big  seat  on  the  front  but 
there  is  none  on  the  back  of  it.  The  back 
is  square  and  made  of  steel.  I  do  not  like 
to  ride  on  the  back.  Many  times  I  rode  on 
the  back  and  my  brother  drove  it  on 
bumpy  ground.  It  made  my  back  hurt.  My 
Dad  might  get  another  seat  for  the  back. 

In  the  summer  time  I  will  use  it  again! 

— Kenneth  Safty 

What  Will  Our  School  Look  Like 
In  Future? 

I  noticed  that  many  of  the  children  want 
to  know  what  our  school  will  look  like 
m  the  future.  My  guess  is  that  the  school 
will  be  much  bigger  than  before,  with 
dormitories  for  the  boys  and  girls,  se- 
parated classrooms  and  a  dining  room.  We 
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will  have  more  buildings  here  so  the  new 
beginners  can  come  here  every  fall.  The 
colors  of  the  school,  inside  and  outside, 
will  be  very  beautiful,  to  keep  many  peo- 
ple from  other  states  wanting  to  see  what 
the  school  looks  like.  The  school  will  be 
more  comfortable  than  the  present. 

— Joyce  McSloy 

Keeping  A  Scrap  Book 

When  I  was  little,  my  mother  gave  me 
a  camera  for  Christmas  and  I  started  to 
take  pictures.  Later  it  led  me  to  keep 
clippings  from  newspapers,  magazines, 
special  napkins,  etc. 

I  have  one  book  full  of  memories.  I 
have  always  planned  to  get  another  book. 
In  the  Teen  Debs  I  didn't  have  anything 
to  do  so  I  decided  to  make  a  scrap  book 
out  of  fir  plywood,  with  leather.  The  fir 
plywood  should  last  for  a  long  time  and 
this  book  may  be  full  before  long. 

— Julie  Miller 

What  I  Think  About  Being 
Secretary  of  Jr.  N.  A.  D. 

I  was  elected  the  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Jr.  N.  A.  D.  For  all  meetings  in  the 
fall,  I  was  absent.  Last  January  I  finally 
sat  at  the  Secretary's  table.  I  was  clumsy 
and  wrote  slowly.  I  had  to  say  "hold  the 
horse"  as  President  Chop  talked  too  fast. 
And  I  often  made  many  mistakes  and 
messed  up  the  paper. 

I  hope  to  improve  myself.  I  really  enjoy 
being  the  secretary. 

— Lee  Ann  McLane 

Beatle-mania 

By  now,  everyone  knows  that  the  Beatles 
are  the  No.  1  Rock  and  Roll  group  in  the 
country  and  because  they  are,  people  want 
to  hear  what  they  sound  like. 

Although  these  Beatles  have  mop-top 
haircuts  and  sometimes  look  rather 
homely,  many  people,  especially  me,  think 
they  are  doing  rather  well  at  a  salary  of 
approximately  500,000  pounds  a  month 
(English  money)  or  ^1,400,000.00.  Right 
now,  they  have  appeared  on  the  Ed  Sul- 
livan Show  in  New  York  City  and  the 
C.  B.  S.  theatre  was  really  packed  for  three 


consecutive  weeks  with  an  audience  of 
almost  entire  girls.  They  have  sign- 
ed for  four  different  recording  companies; 
Capitol,  Swan,  M.G.M.,  and  Vee  Jay. 
Because  they  have  the  same  recording  on 
the  two  labels,  Capitol  and  Vee  Jay,  it  is 
getting  confusing.  Because  of  this  these 
two  recording  companies  are  putting  up 
law  suits  in  court  suing  each  other  for 
copying  the  same  recording,  "I  Saw  Her 
Standing  There."  The  Beatles  themselves 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it  because  they 
only  agreed  to  sign  up  for  these  compan- 
ies. 

Although  they  look  like  brothers,  they 
have  no  relationship  among  themselves. 
Their  names  are;  Paul  McCartney,  John 
Lennon,  George  Harrison,  and  Ringo 
Starr.  John  is  the  only  one  of  this  group 
who  is  married.  The  others  are  still  bach- 
elors. Paul  is  21,  George  is  22,  and  John 
and  Ringo  are  23.  Ringo  got  his  name  be- 
cause he  has  six  rings  on  his  hands  (prob- 
ably "engaged"  to  six  attractive  girls). 

Personally,  I  like  the  Beatles,  especiallv 
their  haircuts.  I  think  they  will  become  a 
big  success  in  the  future.  The  Beatles  are 
England's  first  and  best  Rock  and  Roll 
group.  In  the  past,  England  has  been 
famous  for  opera  singers  and  classical 
singers.  This  is  the  first  group  exclusively 
for  teenagers. 

When  the  Beatles  returned  to  England 
about  three  weeks  ago,  many  yells  and 
screams  were  shouted  by  teenagers  moan- 
ing, "Please  don't  leave  us  again;  we  love 
you  and  want  you  to  stay  here  for  good." 
The  U.S.  teenagers  were  rather  dis- 
appointed when  they  left,  but  they  still 
enjoy  their  recordings.  So  do  I.  Their 
popular  songs  are  now  best-sellers:  "I 
Want  to  Hold  Your  Hand",  "I  Saw  Her 
Standing  There",  "She  Loves  You",  "I'll 
Get  You",  "My  Bonnie",  "The  Saints", 
"Please  Please  Me",  "From  Me  to  You", 
and  many  others.  The  Beatles  have  an 
L.P.  album  out  now  called  "Meet  the  Bea 
ties"  selling  for  about  ^3.98  and  they  are 
selling  out  very  fast. 

— Mike  Barker 
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